ORLEANS PARISH SHERIFF'S OFFICE
INTERNAL AFFAIRS DIVISION
OPSO ITEM NUMBER E-2130-23

NOPD ITEM NUMBER E-29391-23

GIST:

Detective Joseph Armstrong, a member of the Orleans Parish Sheriff's Office (OPSO).
assigned to the Internal Affairs Division (IAD), respectfully submits the following:

On Friday, May 26, 2022 at approximately 0605 hours, Detective Armstrong received
information about a medical emergency at the Orleans Justice Center (OJC), which is located at
2800 Perdido Street, more specifically housing unit ||| N [t vas learned at
approximately 0242 hours, Inmate Christopher Johnson (2519990) was found by Deputy Alex
Gunasekara, while doing security rounds, unresponsive within cellj | D cputy Gunasekara
immediately radioed for medical assistance who arrived at 0245 hours.

Members of Wellpath medical staff administered 6 (six) doses of Nasal Narcan, to no
avail. Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) was immediately initiated at 0246 hours.
Emergency Medical Services (EMS) arrived at 0305 hours, continuing life saving measures.
EMS departed with Inmate Johnson at 0324 hours enroute to University Medical Center
(LCMC).

As a result of the aforementioned incident, Inmate Johnson was routed via EMS to
LCMC. “Dr. Ashley Misky of LCMC advised no injury, trauma, suspicions, or alcohol
reported”. Preliminarily, toxicology test was POSITIVE for fentanyl. Inmate Johnson was
pronounced deceased on Sunday, May 28, 2023 at 0645 hours by Dr. Hai Tran (LCMC). Further
information will be included upon receipt of the final report from the Coroner’s Office. An
ongoing investigation is in affect to determine the source of the fentanyl.

On Tuesday, May 30, 2023 at 0630 hours, Detectives Armstrong, Corey Amacker (IAD)
and Lieutenant Karen Gant (IAD Commander) attended the Post Mortem examination of
Christopher Johnson that was conducted by Orleans Paris Coroner's Office (OPCO), Dr.
Samantha Hurber (Pathologist). At the conclusion of the examination, it was communicated by
Dr. Hurber that Christopher Johnson’s body exhibited no Trauma injuries. However, recent
superficial abrasions were discovered and determined consistent with the life-saving measures
conducted by medical staff performing the aforementioned duties.
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VICTIM

Christopher Johnson, is a black male, date of birth- folder number
2519990. Johnson entered OJC on 01/13/2023 at which time he was booked with violating
Louisiana Revised Statute 14 Article 34, relative to Aggravated Battery and 14 Article 68.4,
relative to Unauthorized Use of a Motor Vehicle. Christopher Johnson died while in custody at
UMC on Sunday, May 28, 2023 at 0645 hours.

DATE AND TIME OF OCCURRENCE

Christopher Johnson was observed by Deputy Alex Gunasekara, unresponsive within the
cell Hn Friday, May 26, 2023 at 0243 hours while housed at OJC, Pod .J ohnson,
while hospitalized at UMC, was declared brain dead on Sunday, May 28, 2023 and pronounced

deceased at 0645 hours by UMC, Dr. Hai Tran MD.

LOCATION OF OCCURRENCE

The original incident occurred inside of the Orleans Justice Center (OJC), located at
2800 Perdido Street, New Orleans, La. 70119, specifically, pod llMezzanine level.

SCENE DESCRIPTION

The aforementioned scene is described as follows, the OJC is located at 2800 Perdido
Street, New Orleans, Louisiana 70119, specifically, Pod The scene in question was located
on the third level of the OJC, more specifically, the north side of the building.

From the threshold, the detective observed the interior of the housing unit and noted the
following: Near the entrance door, in immediate view was a typical housing unit bearing
movable and immovable fixtures leading to the 1% (nearest) stairway.

Continuing in a forward direction, climbing the 1 stairway to the mezzanine level
utilizing stairs and railing, are cell doors affixed to the west wall numbered escending

through [

Continuing forward on the mezzanine level, approaching cell -\/I, which is the
location of occurrence.

From the threshold of cell || fflfon the south wall is photos of individuals attached to
wall, presumably the family of the cell’s inhabitants.

Continuing counter-clockwise, on the east wall is an affixed toilet-sink combination with
photos of individuals attached to wall.
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https://www.nola.com/news/crime_police/new-orleans-inmate-who-died-tested-positive-for-fentanyl/article_a10dd7fa-282a-11ee-97ce-23b560bdc4e8.html

Jail inmate who died tested positive for fentanyl, Orleans Sheriff's Office says

His was one of two suspected drug overdose deaths in May at Orleans Justice Center

By GABRIELLA KILLETT | Staff writer
Jul 21,2023

The Orleans Justice Center.
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As suspected, tests showed fentanyl in the body of an Orleans Parish jail inmate who
was found unconscious in his cell and later died, the Sheriff's Office said Friday.

Christopher Johnson, 24, died May 28, two days after jailers removed him from his cell
and sent him to University Medical Center. He was being held on charges of aggravated

battery and unauthorized use of a motor vehicle.

The Sheriff's Office said it's now investigating how the fentanyl was smuggled into the

Orleans Justice Center.

Johnson's death was one of two suspected fatal overdoses in the jail in May. The other
inmate who died, Terry Carter, 34, had previously been involved in four drug-related

incidents while incarcerated there.

In a court hearing in June, U.S. Magistrate Judge Michael North, who helps oversee a
court-ordered reform progam for the jail, criticized Sheriff Susan Hutson, who has
opposed construction of a mental health annex for the lockup. "People on the mental

health caseload are dying at the jail," North said.

At the time, a Sheriff's Office spokesperson said deputies monitor for contraband with

“extensive and random shakedowns,” and had recently brought in a drug-sniffing dog.

SPONSORED CONTENT

Top Doctor: If You Eat Eggs Every Day, This Is What...
By GundryMD

Top US Doctor: Sugar Is Not The Problem (This Is)



https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssumJr213PlFtf478hcS2wIJncLYgB5XsqdQZDkZyPMVp_5KDOSfMw1UDj1tG2fZBS6n4XbqftksMKZbtF9qxH8PqCmOAvPgQZyA26cGCr47_TpzlC6F17kOFbc9Gmfp_6cOpXXHOTifVGICuOp0RRbDYgrc1CYtNEhBrTfbzS-K4kwzSmbeODmCt4FbKbrSLOF6qSHxW3l1fu1-hn9Bpl12MOT_BaR3zWWiwH9OeS1FwvDhT7K8WbHtwstbelfzY2uDVGNSBMIhLtm6shuzvn7Jp2VK7xBWSs-j6AM4f6pjIpu_wAS1ke3IfWGPQ7sDZx57MMKkomspUYAvPTJVfdsOpq6mRssN9ADotIv2Ysb1LJN1FWYHi_D5c9VYQSls9Fjug&sai=AMfl-YSCpZenYvQphMcFIv3hkghjqVIbD1AzMug-A0c4awl2Gtds1Mxt5j_UZMIQW8oNbSNEErh3-pBCnQ0Rk3jmC_5qHs71LVW3muWIM4zTtKmvOTpdtgcUA3G86Acyuum1-CxhWNzvXynWTGmEZqUtvCQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzJMHzn3ktE5y&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.robertfreshmarket.com/weekly-ad%3Futm_source%3Dtadv%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_term%3Dsbb
https://www.nola.com/news/courts/violence-overdoses-have-increased-in-orleans-jail-since-sheriff-susan-hutson-took-office-consent-decree-monitors-say/article_1bf6423a-1d0f-11ee-a78a-230701541a1c.html
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuSS4mu0KxksMIBAoGO9XS-ivSHqHXpGARkxF85zQ2XzYxQXEcDuOfssnP4lMegHQ9F6cheB9jGhChlvR4MO1v_TZHTR25T3kKBmFp_F6d_-aGpcUt00TtSTG99vedzeetFa4GSPH8iIJ5kxI8IKTl2-mb-ksMyjd3isjkBJB5Fp0teC3X4lu-9O2Nz6wbJkGUe-bl2PWwqs-ZMzjHOdEpZNECg_hGmWLYOLapiCjXyx2W9uCaB_gsr-ZPuAIouj4AtSkRCtMmutPKUERLYCufdvj5HV7Bo0B0Ov5es0IrBy9MoaoBwtbZytg2vUJg6oNBldx4t5KcmMWlH8EkfHJCj4-gY1vS_xexNCsMKWLz0xRxNaAVWw0CmysJOC69UxvbB1v00Fw&sai=AMfl-YQvq7FxnfJOtZH2cYfr7MFOAoLWmf1tqSc1dnDjh6RHkIIrlVA9rUROMPDL3er6Y_uHiN9UzY5E3H2Ob15D-ikKHzUQt--Xxxyy36EnoKh079CwfAXWuRs0RXI6sQZywJPj7iM_7eWwqXJk9zi7oi8&sig=Cg0ArKJSzBsMJgkVB5TZ&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://louisianapublicnotice.com/
https://www.nola.com/news/courts/judge-slams-opso-over-objections-overdose-death-of-inmate/article_71f8f75a-1601-11ee-87fe-b7572a64dace.html
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstf3CfZJGHWmWRQ9RzYwyhC70DYobmlzVMmM0KH_GUvzNlBiLJvkzuywmh_eTbDIyZ3BbXsYTWP6UnLvipnq02QCBTIWWcwp1ZU1n4CarGF2jEvl1wVoYSjqViHEVRaEkaoiFwuphR5xrmRgrVQkIkXNS_2dKZCshQ79KB7sKZk8K0GYts_UCU6ifdBMr7A0Z31nok9r8HZ4zkluoFfgUUISQVTw_L0gRkR2aT8XL_D2-Exrnyhutc6bCLTUgRDZPDV8xc16Z9wXuadycVZ2zbGMbNLOmZ1bcWT81M2J1_aLrjGnCeCvYwAgeAAFWVUp7QyYzsVWaawvVgnVmrU7FbGw1NDbD6Ab1L8d90zZJhL66OQgXxupFdkNgP3QgqlWXPfwQ&sai=AMfl-YR2CUsyStwMSrMZQogDJpxaL-cuvI0-W7GrohhaYjtDt2jr9Id9iFfDmMPhvZJenu-MA_bLzkgjfGRUxtNJrmi--o-pqhLdf18O-BMNB0LLV00OkbB-shiH3ZeZAuFc9NNfKx7EsTQngNNO5J71AUs&sig=Cg0ArKJSzNyRo_mKQaLa&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=http://hancockwhitney.com/fre-acq-24%3Futm_campaign%3D2024%2520Consumer%2520Deposit%2520Acquisition%26utm_source%3Dadvocate%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_term%3Dfreestyle%26utm_content%3Doffer
https://jadserve.postrelease.com/trk?ntv_at=813&ntv_ui=18253b28-3195-498c-bd43-01dbb94368f7&ntv_a=AAAAAAAAAAlPEQA&ntv_fl=LzLDzMAq-RsZNvoRCqcv9shSiHVUD-63Fn1VxuL8X8IERWRk4SK39obURlSvchFLqR-F6eKV7OhBqPyPjgRyZE2Hsj_90aRah5jorXTkXrIMipMSRZOnJqEyOe8m80KWxhNWetmqoFdI2MzvdfMdwoAd8pRH5LuB6YNyrd4iR74DkzIROLbC2BW8F92pJ6fxW4RApXceYKw6g21lLbzFPhSX0uoJakwP-Po69cotM0XYqXP-tuXehWxRopVT6CpVu5Z_VVzm2iyoEwXd1hvK5pqyG2D31HDuVWkfLuEBvDkLoXzXVs7m03CKkLm-BH7QxbupSM9cFxz3xVaLVMWPfG0cBVkzBSMU5_1SQP0SYFuaMpjN9DBxKo5Pn4E14TjN2A3b0a9lzu8ODWG4n2JO70FjZ3YKxsDlhe6sqAaD74dPuThZdmQRPAEWNUpPsRFRVTLFy7BWbAs5R_pJCPeHJzIslMzD_K0u_Rv9VyJXZo1HNF_usGtf1yVBpEVqpSB6cLoJ2vgEWnug4ak2rzGRGfu_zhIp-jx905F74HN9ZfaMX7YE6IyKd9tOqxPELhzbsAvCxG0RY7xU_lAQoWvtPOT8b4uy_2UC-_-IrnS__5kjKe_6AIjcgsfxDJmpvPbI79cvmw_tPXfNlc5L-LvbJHkAYXo_Op7Qo4QjkGs4v3g=&ord=-793950776&ntv_ht=CUGuZgA&ntv_tad=16&ntv_r=https://rtb-use.mfadsrvr.com/click/ZiNHqYC4iUSHxtNDUUbM2pc3QnfIZlwcPwxQfQAVzMVdbnDj185UwLFE9wcs-XJaurrgWx1aQ8UJLpOcgsaCGiu7X80Y3NLOASOJrMMtPBufPq4ngxFFNzUMhwOvGGGaMKwXGSshOnQfg77thNLgDzzIxZVTn3eWQEAvXTCzXuxB14Dma9fkm1ay5b--6pdpbO5F_g_5rqlG8AgL82v-dATToQSrn5evn96QfEQmhpS_w0PkUvyThjiREu6Kr9niJnDlfC4ylfT7daeBt-mmPBvlfDIzBvvARIc3pdaCxsGU-cGSvhfoRGdx5cuFjPlidZ-TGzO7Qk7Qk1wnzc9N_SvEu7aF-d3sygAy-TAybr8Wo-mh_DM3vhZEOyG-yoqdcvTt0kDbYr6rtWGVyQ6SsKc3XjCjk2p3-e8I1M2OEvw6eByXrCqhku5D7rvvANAQQtsx4xhHAi_-1J0RaGtPtbi59zm0oH8Lh2A///?lp_domain=tracking.lifestylejournal.com
https://jadserve.postrelease.com/trk?ntv_at=813&ntv_ui=18253b28-3195-498c-bd43-01dbb94368f7&ntv_a=AAAAAAAAAAlPEQA&ntv_fl=LzLDzMAq-RsZNvoRCqcv9shSiHVUD-63Fn1VxuL8X8IERWRk4SK39obURlSvchFLqR-F6eKV7OhBqPyPjgRyZE2Hsj_90aRah5jorXTkXrIMipMSRZOnJqEyOe8m80KWxhNWetmqoFdI2MzvdfMdwoAd8pRH5LuB6YNyrd4iR74DkzIROLbC2BW8F92pJ6fxW4RApXceYKw6g21lLbzFPhSX0uoJakwP-Po69cotM0XYqXP-tuXehWxRopVT6CpVu5Z_VVzm2iyoEwXd1hvK5pqyG2D31HDuVWkfLuEBvDkLoXzXVs7m03CKkLm-BH7QxbupSM9cFxz3xVaLVMWPfG0cBVkzBSMU5_1SQP0SYFuaMpjN9DBxKo5Pn4E14TjN2A3b0a9lzu8ODWG4n2JO70FjZ3YKxsDlhe6sqAaD74dPuThZdmQRPAEWNUpPsRFRVTLFy7BWbAs5R_pJCPeHJzIslMzD_K0u_Rv9VyJXZo1HNF_usGtf1yVBpEVqpSB6cLoJ2vgEWnug4ak2rzGRGfu_zhIp-jx905F74HN9ZfaMX7YE6IyKd9tOqxPELhzbsAvCxG0RY7xU_lAQoWvtPOT8b4uy_2UC-_-IrnS__5kjKe_6AIjcgsfxDJmpvPbI79cvmw_tPXfNlc5L-LvbJHkAYXo_Op7Qo4QjkGs4v3g=&ord=-793950776&ntv_ht=CUGuZgA&ntv_tad=16&ntv_r=https://rtb-use.mfadsrvr.com/click/ZiNHqYC4iUSHxtNDUUbM2pc3QnfIZlwcPwxQfQAVzMVdbnDj185UwLFE9wcs-XJaurrgWx1aQ8UJLpOcgsaCGiu7X80Y3NLOASOJrMMtPBufPq4ngxFFNzUMhwOvGGGaMKwXGSshOnQfg77thNLgDzzIxZVTn3eWQEAvXTCzXuxB14Dma9fkm1ay5b--6pdpbO5F_g_5rqlG8AgL82v-dATToQSrn5evn96QfEQmhpS_w0PkUvyThjiREu6Kr9niJnDlfC4ylfT7daeBt-mmPBvlfDIzBvvARIc3pdaCxsGU-cGSvhfoRGdx5cuFjPlidZ-TGzO7Qk7Qk1wnzc9N_SvEu7aF-d3sygAy-TAybr8Wo-mh_DM3vhZEOyG-yoqdcvTt0kDbYr6rtWGVyQ6SsKc3XjCjk2p3-e8I1M2OEvw6eByXrCqhku5D7rvvANAQQtsx4xhHAi_-1J0RaGtPtbi59zm0oH8Lh2A///?lp_domain=tracking.lifestylejournal.com
https://jadserve.postrelease.com/trk?ntv_at=813&ntv_ui=18253b28-3195-498c-bd43-01dbb94368f7&ntv_a=AAAAAAAAAAlPEQA&ntv_fl=LzLDzMAq-RsZNvoRCqcv9shSiHVUD-63Fn1VxuL8X8IERWRk4SK39obURlSvchFLqR-F6eKV7OhBqPyPjgRyZE2Hsj_90aRah5jorXTkXrIMipMSRZOnJqEyOe8m80KWxhNWetmqoFdI2MzvdfMdwoAd8pRH5LuB6YNyrd4iR74DkzIROLbC2BW8F92pJ6fxW4RApXceYKw6g21lLbzFPhSX0uoJakwP-Po69cotM0XYqXP-tuXehWxRopVT6CpVu5Z_VVzm2iyoEwXd1hvK5pqyG2D31HDuVWkfLuEBvDkLoXzXVs7m03CKkLm-BH7QxbupSM9cFxz3xVaLVMWPfG0cBVkzBSMU5_1SQP0SYFuaMpjN9DBxKo5Pn4E14TjN2A3b0a9lzu8ODWG4n2JO70FjZ3YKxsDlhe6sqAaD74dPuThZdmQRPAEWNUpPsRFRVTLFy7BWbAs5R_pJCPeHJzIslMzD_K0u_Rv9VyJXZo1HNF_usGtf1yVBpEVqpSB6cLoJ2vgEWnug4ak2rzGRGfu_zhIp-jx905F74HN9ZfaMX7YE6IyKd9tOqxPELhzbsAvCxG0RY7xU_lAQoWvtPOT8b4uy_2UC-_-IrnS__5kjKe_6AIjcgsfxDJmpvPbI79cvmw_tPXfNlc5L-LvbJHkAYXo_Op7Qo4QjkGs4v3g=&ord=-793950776&ntv_ht=CUGuZgA&ntv_tad=16&ntv_r=https://rtb-use.mfadsrvr.com/click/ZiNHqYC4iUSHxtNDUUbM2pc3QnfIZlwcPwxQfQAVzMVdbnDj185UwLFE9wcs-XJaurrgWx1aQ8UJLpOcgsaCGiu7X80Y3NLOASOJrMMtPBufPq4ngxFFNzUMhwOvGGGaMKwXGSshOnQfg77thNLgDzzIxZVTn3eWQEAvXTCzXuxB14Dma9fkm1ay5b--6pdpbO5F_g_5rqlG8AgL82v-dATToQSrn5evn96QfEQmhpS_w0PkUvyThjiREu6Kr9niJnDlfC4ylfT7daeBt-mmPBvlfDIzBvvARIc3pdaCxsGU-cGSvhfoRGdx5cuFjPlidZ-TGzO7Qk7Qk1wnzc9N_SvEu7aF-d3sygAy-TAybr8Wo-mh_DM3vhZEOyG-yoqdcvTt0kDbYr6rtWGVyQ6SsKc3XjCjk2p3-e8I1M2OEvw6eByXrCqhku5D7rvvANAQQtsx4xhHAi_-1J0RaGtPtbi59zm0oH8Lh2A///?lp_domain=tracking.lifestylejournal.com
https://jadserve.postrelease.com/trk?ntv_at=813&ntv_ui=18253b28-3195-498c-bd43-01dbb94368f7&ntv_a=AAAAAAAAAAlPEQA&ntv_fl=LzLDzMAq-RsZNvoRCqcv9shSiHVUD-63Fn1VxuL8X8IERWRk4SK39obURlSvchFLqR-F6eKV7OhBqPyPjgRyZE2Hsj_90aRah5jorXTkXrIMipMSRZOnJqEyOe8m80KWxhNWetmqoFdI2MzvdfMdwoAd8pRH5LuB6YNyrd4iR74DkzIROLbC2BW8F92pJ6fxW4RApXceYKw6g21lLbzFPhSX0uoJakwP-Po69cotM0XYqXP-tuXehWxRopVT6CpVu5Z_VVzm2iyoEwXd1hvK5pqyG2D31HDuVWkfLuEBvDkLoXzXVs7m03CKkLm-BH7QxbupSM9cFxz3xVaLVMWPfG0cBVkzBSMU5_1SQP0SYFuaMpjN9DBxKo5Pn4E14TjN2A3b0a9lzu8ODWG4n2JO70FjZ3YKxsDlhe6sqAaD74dPuThZdmQRPAEWNUpPsRFRVTLFy7BWbAs5R_pJCPeHJzIslMzD_K0u_Rv9VyJXZo1HNF_usGtf1yVBpEVqpSB6cLoJ2vgEWnug4ak2rzGRGfu_zhIp-jx905F74HN9ZfaMX7YE6IyKd9tOqxPELhzbsAvCxG0RY7xU_lAQoWvtPOT8b4uy_2UC-_-IrnS__5kjKe_6AIjcgsfxDJmpvPbI79cvmw_tPXfNlc5L-LvbJHkAYXo_Op7Qo4QjkGs4v3g=&ord=-793950776&ntv_ht=CUGuZgA&ntv_tad=16&ntv_r=https://rtb-use.mfadsrvr.com/click/ZiNHqYC4iUSHxtNDUUbM2pc3QnfIZlwcPwxQfQAVzMVdbnDj185UwLFE9wcs-XJaurrgWx1aQ8UJLpOcgsaCGiu7X80Y3NLOASOJrMMtPBufPq4ngxFFNzUMhwOvGGGaMKwXGSshOnQfg77thNLgDzzIxZVTn3eWQEAvXTCzXuxB14Dma9fkm1ay5b--6pdpbO5F_g_5rqlG8AgL82v-dATToQSrn5evn96QfEQmhpS_w0PkUvyThjiREu6Kr9niJnDlfC4ylfT7daeBt-mmPBvlfDIzBvvARIc3pdaCxsGU-cGSvhfoRGdx5cuFjPlidZ-TGzO7Qk7Qk1wnzc9N_SvEu7aF-d3sygAy-TAybr8Wo-mh_DM3vhZEOyG-yoqdcvTt0kDbYr6rtWGVyQ6SsKc3XjCjk2p3-e8I1M2OEvw6eByXrCqhku5D7rvvANAQQtsx4xhHAi_-1J0RaGtPtbi59zm0oH8Lh2A///?lp_domain=tracking.lifestylejournal.com

Email Gabriella Killett at GKillett@TheAdvocate.com or follow her on Twitter, @GEKillett.


mailto:GKillett@TheAdvocate.com

https://www.nola.com/news/courts/judge-slams-opso-over-objections-overdose-death-of-inmate/article_71f8f75a-1601-11ee-87fe-b7572a64dace.html

Judge slams Orleans Parish sheriff over late objection to annex, overdose death of inmate

An OPSO inmate who died Sunday had overdosed at the jail twice in May, a lawyer advocating for inmates said Wednesday.

By JOSEPH CRANNEY | Staff writer
Jun 28,2023

The Orleans Justice Center.
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The most recent of two suspected overdose deaths at the Orleans Parish jail involved
an inmate who had previously been hospitalized twice in May after overdoses at the jail,

a lawyer advocating for inmates told a federal judge during a hearing Wednesday.

Emily Washington, the plaintiffs’ attorney in the jail's decade-old consent decree — an
agreement overseen by the federal government that requires certain reforms — told
U.S. District Magistrate Michael North that inmates were hospitalized at least nine
times in the last month. Every one of those cases involved suspected abuse of drugs

smuggled into the jail.

That group included 34-year-old Terry Carter, who died Sunday at University Medical
Center after he was found unresponsive in his cell. It was at least the fifth drug-related
incident involving Carter since mid-May, Washington said, including two overdoses
that required hospitalization and two other instances where he was found to be

intoxicated.

Christopher Johnson, 24, also died of a suspected overdose at the jail in late May,
Washington said. In total, four people have died at the jail since Sheriff Susan Hutson
took office in May 2022, including a suicide and a homicide over during a two-day span

last June.

An Orleans Parish Sheriff’'s Office spokeswoman said deputies monitor for contraband
with “extensive and random shakedowns,” and have recently brought in a drug-sniffing
dog.
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Washington’s comments came during an hourlong hearing where North reaffirmed the
court’s ruling that a controversial jail annex to house mentally ill inmates must be built,
despite a last-ditch effort by Hutson to kill the project.

North didn't rule on Hutson’s motion to reverse the court’s orders, which was filed
Monday along with a six-page letter outlining the sheriff’s concerns about what she

called an “outdated” and “inhumane” project.

But North’s sentiments were clear: He said Hutson’s arguments had “already been
rejected by multiple courts” and that they were far too late. North then fast-tracked the
process by moving up the deadline under which the opposing parties have to reply to
Hutson’s motion by more than a week, to July 10.

The city has already selected a building contractor and construction on the annex
could start as soon as July 7, North said. The costs of the project have soared from the
city’s pre-pandemic estimate of roughly $45 million to around $109 million. It has been
opposed by Mayor LaToya Cantrell and the New Orleans City Council, along with
Hutson.
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In a letter to the court Tuesday, council members reiterated that they've “repeatedly
supported an alternative” to the so-called “Phase III” project and are concerned about
its costs. But council members took a different tack from Hutson, stressing that they
are not trying to buck U.S. District Judge Lance Africk’s order demanding the annex be
built.

“Any reasonable and responsible actor understands the fight is over,” the two-page
letter reads. “OPSO, however, refuses to accept its loss and chooses to publicly pander

instead.”

John Williams, Hutson’s chief of staff and attorney, told North that Hutson has a
responsibility to advocate for a different plan. Hutson upset former Sheriff Marlin
Gusman in the 2021 election on a platform that centered around her opposition to the
mental-health annex.

After the hearing, Hutson said, “I will follow all valid court orders”

“Until that point, we need to make our solutions known,” she said. “We need to have a

robust conversation in this community about mental health”

North said legal delays were the reason why the overall price tag for the project has

ballooned.

If Hutson tries again to block the project, “the outcome will be the same, and it will be
S150 million,” North said.

“So that’s not happening,” he said. “At least not anywhere in this building”



North also tried to draw a connection between delays in the project and the jail's recent
drug-related deaths. He criticized Hutson for continuing to oppose the annex while
“people on the mental health caseload are dying at the jail,” adding that others have

attempted suicide.
“But what we get is a letter,” North said.

“That is not enough,” he added. “It's not nearly enough to disrupt this plan and this
project. It's not enough for Terry Carter and people like him who need care that they

are not receiving”

When Washington questioned Hutson in May about Carter’s supervision after his two
overdoses, Washington said Hutson told her that the plaintiffs “should just be
appreciative for all the lives that they have saved”

“Four days later, Mr. Carter was dead,” Washington said.

Hutson declined to address those comments after the hearing, stating, “We’re not going
to go back and forth”
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OFFICE OF THE CORONER
ORLEANS PARISH
DWIGHT MCKENNA

3001 Earhart Blvd. , New Orleans, LA 70125

504-658-9660 Fax: 504-658-9674

DWIGHT L. MCKENNA, M.D.

CORONER'S REPORT

(pursuant to R.S. 44:19 (E)(3))

[, Dwight McKenna, CORONER FOR THE PARISH OF ORLEANS, certify the following report of death:

REPORTED NAME OF DECEASED:
ADDRESS:

SEX:

DATE AT BIRTH:

AGE AT DEATH:

RACE:

DATE AND TIME OF DEATH:
PLACE OF DEATH:

DATE AND TIME OF AUTOPSY:
CAUSE(S) OF DEATH:

MANNER OF DEATH:

Gt bl

DWIGHT MCKENNA
CORONER, ORLEANS PARISH

DATE: November 20, 2024

Johnson, Christopher

Male

Oct 13, 1998

24 years 7 months 15 days
African American / Black
May 28, 2023 at 13:30
UMC Hospital

2000 Canal Street

New Orleans LA, 70112
May 30, 2023 at 06:30

Complications of Anoxic Brain Injury; Multiple Drug Intoxication

Accident

R.S. 44:19 (E)(3)

(3) A coroner's report is a document that includes the name of the decedent, address,
sex, date of birth, age, and race of the decedent, date and time of death, place of death,
date and time of autopsy, when applicable, and the cause and manner of death,
including any scientifically contributing factors. The coroner's report is a public record,
and the coroner or his designee shall release this report to the news media, any other
person, the Department of Children and Family Services, when appropriate, the spouse,
parent, sibling, child, grandchild, niece, nephew, aunt, or uncle of the decedent, or to the
person with the right to control and authorize the interment of the decedent as provided
in R.S. 8:655(A). However, nothing in this Paragraph shall authorize the release of the
information set forth in this Paragraph prior to notification of the next of kin of the
deceased unless no next of kin can be determined or, despite reasonable efforts by the
coroner's office, no next of kin can be located. The provisions of this Paragraph shall not
require the release of information in non-coroner cases, nor shall it prohibit the coroner
from releasing information pursuant to R.S. 13:5713 or Children's Code Article 609 to
the Department of Children and Family Services.

Johnson, Christopher (230528-308 Ul-In Custody (Braindeathyf 1 DOD: 05/28/2023



