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New Orleans man identified as inmate who died while in custody at Jefferson Parish jail

BY MICHELLE HUNTER | Staff writer
Dec 6,2021

The Jefferson Parish Correctional Center in Gretna on Thursday, August 1, 2019.
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The Jefferson Parish Coroner's Office has identified the man who died while in custody

at the Jefferson Parish jail in Gretna on Saturday night.
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Donovan Roy, 21, of New Orleans, was pronounced dead after he was taken to Ochsner
Medical Center's West Bank Campus in unincorporated Gretna, according to the
Coroner's Office. Roy had been found unresponsive in a jail cell, authorities said.

Roy's autopsy had not yet been conducted as of
Monday. But the Jefferson Parish Sheriff's Office does
not suspect foul play in his death, according to Capt.

Jason Rivarde, a Sheriff's Office spokesperson.

Roy had been held at the Correctional Center since a2

May 27 when he was arrested on two counts of Jefferson Parish inmate who died in
. . . custody may have taken illegal drugs,

battery of a police officer, according to jail and court JPSO and family say

records. He had since been rebooked with resisting

police by force of violence and parole violation.

Roy was being housed in the jail's infirmary Saturday when he was found unresponsive
inside a cell in the medical unit about 7:20 p.m., Rivarde said. He was taken to the

hospital but could not be revived.

The Sheriff's Office did not say why Roy was in the infirmary, but court records suggest

he'd been ill for more than two weeks.

Roy appeared via videoconference for a Nov. 5 hearing in one of his cases. But on Nov.
17, his attorney asked for a continuance because Roy had been hospitalized, court

records said. A Nov. 23 hearing was also continued for undisclosed medical reasons.

Roy was able to appear by videoconference from the jail for a hearing in Jefferson
Parish Magistrate Court on Friday morning. But the proceedings were cut short,
continued because Roy became ill during the hearing, records said. He died the next
day.
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