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Metairie man identified as inmate who killed himself at Jefferson Parish jail

BY MICHELLE HUNTER | Sta! writer
Mar 4, 2021

The Je!erson Parish Correctional Center in Gretna on Thursday, August 1, 2019.

STAFF PHOTO BY CHRIS GRANGER

The Jefferson Parish Coroner’s Office has identified the inmate who took his own life in
a cell at the Jefferson Parish Correctional Center in Gretna Wednesday as Cleto
Montoya Rodas, 41, a Metairie man who had been accused of raping and impregnating
an 11-year-old girl.

Montoya’s cause of death was asphyxia by hanging and was classified as a suicide, said
Mark Bone, chief death investigator for the Coroner’s Office.

Montoya had been held at the jail since his Jan. 19
arrest by the Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office. The
victim’s mother contacted the Sheriff's Office after
she discovered her daughter was pregnant, according
to authorities.
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MORE INFORMATION

Inmate found dead of suspected suicide
in cell at Jefferson Parish jail Wednesday:
JPSO

 After barely surviving coronavirus, Old Jefferson man allegedly killed by knife-wielding neighbor

The girl told investigators Montoya, who is known to her family, raped her multiple
times, the Sheriff’s Office said.

When questioned, Montoya denied vaginally raping the girl but admitted sexually
abusing her, including inappropriate contact in a vehicle that was parked at a Kenner
Walmart, authorities said.

The Sheriff’s Office booked Montoya with first-degree rape and sexual battery. He was
being held at the Gretna jail on a $550,000 bond.

About 7:30 a.m. Wednesday, corrections officers discovered Montoya’s body in his cell,
according to the Sheriff’s Office. He was pronounced dead in the jail infirmary.
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