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Caldwell Parish Correctional Center
Introduction

Caldwell Parish is one of sixty-four (64) parishes in Louisiana.' It was named after the
prominent Caldwell family.” The population of Caldwell Parish in 2022 was approximately
9,554, making it the 59™ most populated parish in Louisiana.’ The local jails in Caldwell Parish
are the Caldwell Correctional Center and the LCS Caldwell Detention Center.* Included also in
the parish are the Caldwell Parish Work Release Facility and the Swanson Center for Youth at
Columbia.’

Correctional Center Characteristics

The Caldwell Parish Correctional Center is a minimum-security facility at 671 Highway
845 Grayson, LA 71435. The Louisiana Department of Public Safety and Corrections (LA DOC)
operates and manages it. The Prison is run by the Caldwell Parish Sherift’s Office and by
Warden Kevin Wyles.*

The correctional center is divided into two facilities.” The facility's north side was built

first in 1994 and houses approximately 400 inmates.® The facility's south side was built second in
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1996 and houses approximately 200 offenders, totaling a capacity of 600 offenders.” 94% of the
current population in the facility are males.'® During our phone interview, the warden mentioned
that the highest female population in the facility had been 34 out of the 600 total capacity. Thus,
the highest female population in the facilities since its inception has been 5.6%. I could not find
any other demographic data or statistical data on the facility's population.

The Current Sheriff is Clay Bennett, who took office in 2016." The facility mainly
houses LA DOC pretrial offenders who have not yet been sentenced and are detained until their
case is heard.'? Thus, offenders arrested for misdemeanors or felonies in Caldwell Parish are
typically processed at this facility.”®* As a result, offenders sentenced to less than one year serve
their time in the facility."* In contrast, offenders with longer sentences are transferred to larger
facilities in the Louisiana State Prison System or the Federal Bureau of Prisons."

As 0f 2022, Clay Bennet made an annual salary of $184,336, including insurance benefits
worth $18,646 and retirement benefits worth $23,180.'° His total income for 2022 was
$226,297." T found his income interesting because the median household income in Caldwell

Parish as of 2022 was $21,667.'8
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Classes and Programming

The center offers a range of programs and classes, including a General Educational
Development (GED) program, restorative justice courses, anger-management classes, substance
abuse classes, and self-help classes." In addition, these classes allow the incarcerated individuals
to continue their studies while incarcerated and earn a high school equivalency diploma.? The
Caldwell Sheriff's office recognized four GED program graduates at the correctional center last
year, and a news article was published about it.”!

Public Records Request and Inmate Mortality

The correctional center has no contact information for the Warden or an email to send a
records request. Thus, I submitted my records request to Jenny Fuller, the contact on the log
sheet from last year. It took a while to hear back from her, and after multiple attempts to contact
her, she got back to me on October 10, 2024, requesting me to send her another attachment of the
records request. This second attempt to request the death records yielded no fruit because she
went ghost and did not respond to my multiple follow-up attempts until November 12, 2024. Her
response in November was to inform me that there was one pre-trial inmate who passed away on
November 15, 2023, from natural causes.

I tried multiple times to get more information from her regarding the death, but she stated
that the warden had the information, and she could not get it. Thus, I was forced to call the
facility on November 19, 2024, and asked to speak with the Warden. During this phone call, I
obtained a lot of the information included in this memo. However, during the phone call, the

Warden opined that there were “zero (0) deaths in 2024, one (1) in 2023, zero (0) in 2022, and
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one (1) in 2021.”* Both of the deaths were natural causes.” However, I was able to find on the
Incarceration Transparency website that there had been two (2) reported deaths since 2020.*

The warden asked me to submit another death records request to him. I mistakenly sent
him the work records request that was saved on my computer. The warden did send work records
on December 2, 2024. However, after realizing my mistake, I sent him the death records request
that day. I tried following up via the phone, but he never responded to me after that.

Overall, it was very challenging to find information about the correctional center. There
is very little news coverage about the prison's statistics, demographics, or history. I was forced to
rely on the phone interview with Warden Wyles. Getting a response or even responsive
documents about my record request was also challenging. The prison's transparency level is low
and needs to improve. Even though the facility does not house more than 600 offenders, it’s still
big enough to require more transparency.

News Coverage

In 2024, a Man brought suit, accusing Sherriff Clay Bennet and five (5) deputies of

violating his civil rights when they arrested him in January of 2022.* He accused them of using

unreasonable and unnecessary force during the arrest.”

There was also a report in 2023 that
Matthew Brown, an Inmate at the facility, escaped.?’” He was later arrested and returned to the

facility.”®
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Lastly, I found an article where Caldwell Parish Inmates complained about excessive
sickening heat and the facility not using air conditioning.”” The YouTube video outlined the
excessive winter heat and the lack of compassion to address the issue®’. The inmates were thus
seeking relief and help from the public with the excessive conditions. *'

It is important to note that I did not find any news coverage about the reported deaths in
the facility since 2020. It’s even more shocking when the Incarceration Transparency has two
deaths listed since 2020. It goes to show that more transparency is needed in the prison. Without
more transparency, likely, more death incidents or other related violent incidents and civil rights
violations will likely be swept under the rug, and the inmates will have little to no recourse to
seek relief. Thus, a lawsuit to uncover the death records and the details of the deaths may be

warranted in this facility.
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