MEMORANDUM

TO: Professors Erica Navalance and Nishi Kumar
FROM: Andru Okun

DATE: December 18, 2024

RE: “Better Know A Jail”: East Feliciana Parish Jail

East Feliciana Parish Jail
East Feliciana Parish is in southeast Louisiana, right above the city of Baton Rouge and below
the state of Mississippi. The parish is roughly 450 acres and has an estimated population of
19,500." Roughly 56% of the population is white and 41% is black. There are three towns within
the parish: Clinton, Jackson, and Slaughter. Clinton—estimated population: 1,340°—is the parish
seat and the location of the East Feliciana Parish Jail, which is overseen by the East Feliciana
Parish Sherift’s Office (EFPSO).

A. History of the East Feliciana Parish Jail

The current facility in which the East Feliciana Parish Jail is located opened in August, 1988.° It
was built at a cost of $4 million following a federal court order condemning the old jail.* While
the replacement jail was originally designed to hold 95 prisoners, Sheriff Randy Maglone, the
sheriff at the time of the facility’s opening, petitioned to allow for double bunking, increasing the
capacity to 170 prisoners.’ Along with utilizing the new space to execute outstanding warrants,
the EFPSO also used the jail to house Cuban detainees through an agreement with the
Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS), who paid the jail $46 a day per INS detainee,
subsidizing the jail’s operation.® The jail would also come to house state prisoners and serve as
an overflow location for prisoners of the East Baton Rouge Parish Sheriff's Office.’

In 1997, the then-Clinton Police Chief Eddie Stewart filed a federal complaint against Sheriff
Maglone.® “The jail is a parish prison, period,” said Stewart. “The priority should be on locking
up local people who need to be locked up. The parish jail belongs to the people, not the sheriff.””
Maglone responded by asserting that holding state and federal prisoners helped with the cost of
feeding, clothing, and guarding the parish prisoners.'’
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The following year, six Cuban detainees sawed their way out of the jail and escaped.'' As a
Baton Rouge journalist reported at the time, “Foreign residents who commit crimes may be
deported to their home country, but, because the United States has no repatriation agreement with
Cuba, its citizens may be held in jail indefinitely.”'* The East Feliciana Parish Jail continued to
hold INS detainee’s until at least 2001."

In 2000, Talmadge Bunch was elected sheriff of East Feliciana Parish, replacing Maglone.'
Aiming to increase the sheriff’s offices’ revenue without imposing additional taxes on parish
residents, Bunch implemented a work-release program—also referred to as a transitional work
program—that enabled his office to claim half of the wages prisoners earned while working at
job sites outside of the jail, supplementing the per diem received by the EPFSO from the
Louisiana Department of Public Safety and Corrections (DOC) for housing state prisoners.'> Paul
Perkins, then the deputy sheriff for East Feliciana, stated in 2002 that the program generated
$600,000 a year for the sheriff’s office, more than double what the parish budget provided.'®

In 2003, a prisoner serving a 12-year sentence in East Feliciana Parish Jail escaped.'” He was
caught 15 years later while crossing a checkpoint in Mexico, at which point he was sent back to
the East Feliciana Parish Jail.'®

In 2012, two former employees of the East Feliciana Parish Jail detailed violations at the jail and
its work release sites, including contraband being allowed inside the jail and work release
prisoners consuming alcohol at a job site. Further allegations included jail staff bringing in their
personal vehicles to be serviced by prisoners and the warden commandeering prisoners to help
move furniture into his new house."
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B. Present day operations at the East Feliciana Parish Jail

East Feliciana Parish Jail—including its transitional work program—currently has a capacity of
250.2° As of December 18, 2024, the EFPSO listed 255 people in custody.?' Of those people, 18
are female and 237 are male; 109 are white and 146 are black.

In 2016, Jeft Travis, a former chief of operations for the DOC, replaced Sheriff Bunch, who
served four-terms before being voted out.?? At the time Sheriff Travis was sworn in, the East
Feliciana Parish Jail provided about 60% of the EFPSO’s general fund revenue, mainly by
housing state prisoners, some of whom generated additional funds through transitional work
programs.* In 2017, a state prisoner housed at the East Feliciana Parish Jail walked off his work
release site at a produce market in Zachary, Louisiana.?* He then reportedly stabbed his girlfriend
to death and died after jumping from a bridge into the Mississippi River.?

In 2019, Sheriff Travis was reelected for a second term, earning 74% of the vote.?® There have
since been at least two separate instances of contraband being smuggled into the jail by EFPSO
deputies.”” The jail continues to house state prisoners and run a transitional work program,
evinced by a report of a state prisoner briefly escaping while working on a parish road cleanup
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crew in 2023.% Prisoners at the jail are also used to fill sandbags®’ and clean city vehicles.*
Travis continues to serve as the sheriff of East Feliciana Parish today. The East Feliciana Parish
Jail warden is Kenny Sanders®'; the East Feliciana Parish Transitional Work Program warden is
Cliff Hurst.** The East Feliciana Parish Jail offers a HISET Program to prisoners, allowing
people to earn a high school equivalency credential while incarcerated.*® The jail has also
provided prisoners with parenting classes.**

The East Feliciana Parish Jail reported one in-custody death between January 1, 2020 and the
time of this writing. Jamie Wisham was arrested on July 16, 2022 by the Jackson Police
Department and booked into the East Feliciana Parish Jail. According to an incident report from
the EFPSO written on July 19, 2022, Wiseham was found detoxing in his cell, lying in his feces
and urine. Wisham was then given a shower by jail staff and transferred to Lane Regional
Medical Center.** Wisham was pronounced dead upon arrival. A forensic examination report by
the Jefferson Parish Forensic Center classified the death as natural, stating that Wisham died as a
result of a Covid-19 infection.’® He was 42 years old.
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