Incarceration Law
Facility Analysis

An Overview of St. Martin Parish Corrections Facility
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Facility Overview

The St. Martin Parish Corrections Facility operates under the leadership of Sheriff Becket Breaux,
managing various divisions to ensure operational efficiency and inmate care.




Location

Located at 400 Saint Martin Street, St.
Martinville, LA, the facility serves the

local community while maintaining secure
operations. Its mailing address is P.O. Box
247, St. Martinville, LA 70582, ensuring
residents can contact the facility easily.




Leadership

Sheriff Becket Breaux oversees the St.
Martin Parish Corrections Facility, ensuring
adherence to laws and regulations. His
leadership influences operational
strategies, inmate management, and
community relations.



Key
Divisions

The facility consists of the Main Jall,
Work Release Program, Patrol, and
Investigations divisions. Each division
serves a distinct purpose, contributing
to the overall functionality of the
corrections system.




Records
Contacts

For records inquiries, key contacts include Karen
Latiolais, Records Custodian (Phone:
337-394-2536, Email:
kalatiolais@stmartinsheriff.org) and Gregory
Moroux, Chief Legal Counsel (Email:
gmoroux@stmartinsheriff.org). Their roles are vital
for ensuring compliance with public records laws.




Inmate Mortality
Data

Inmate mortality data reveals significant incidents that
highlight challenges in facility operations and transparency.



Incident Reports (2019)

In June 2019, a male inmate was
found unresponsive in his bunk
and later pronounced dead at a
hospital. This incident was
investigated by the Coroner’s
Office and the U.S. Marshal’s
Office, but the cause of death
was not disclosed publicly.




Incident
Reports (2022)

On September 22, 2022, Holly Granger,

aged 31, was found unresponsive in her cell
and was declared dead despite lifesaving
efforts. The Lafayette Parish Sheriff’s Office
ruled her death as an apparent suicide,
indicating no foul play was suspected.




Incident
Reports
(2024)

On July 11, 2024, Alvin Pete, age 61,
experienced a medical emergency and was
pronounced dead after being transported to a
hospital. The cause of death is currently
pending autopsy results, raising questions
about the facility's medical response
capabilities.




Investigative
Follow-ups

The three incidents of inmate deaths raised
significant concerns about the facility’s
reporting practices and the adequacy of
investigations. Additionally, these deaths do
not appear to be properly logged in the shared
Google Drive spreadsheet nor the
corroborating official forms logged.




Revealing Data Discrepancies in Incarceration Reporting

Analyzing the Zero Death Letter and transparency issues reveals significant gaps in the reporting of inmate
mortality at St. Martin Parish Corrections Facility.




Zero Death Letter (ZDL)

The facility issued a Zero Death
Letter for October 1, 2022, to
September 9, 2023, confirming no
deaths occurred during that timeline.
However, this report does not
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include documented deaths from g e~ [ R
2019, 2022, and 2024, raising .
concerns about the
comprehensiveness of the data
provided.




Transparency
Issues

Public records indicate missing information
regarding notable inmate deaths, suggesting
gaps in the facility’'s reporting practices. These
transparency issues can undermine the
public's trust and raise questions about
accountability in the facility's operational
procedures.



Public Records Gaps

The discrepancies in reporting
reflect a broader concern about
public access to accurate and
timely information. By not
acknowledging historical deaths,
the facility risks creating a
perception of negligence and a
lack of commitment to
accountability in adverse incidents
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Recommendations
for St. Martin Parish
Corrections Facility

Addressing key areas of improvement can enhance
transparency, accountability, and compliance within the facility.



Clarify Reporting
Scope

The facility must define the timeframes for
the Zero Death Letter (ZDL) to ensure all
deaths are accounted for, including those
outside reporting periods. This clarity will
enhance public trust and facilitate accurate
statistical reporting.



Acknowledge
Historical
Deaths

The facility must recognize and confirm the
submission of forms related to the deaths
of inmates in 2019, 2022, and 2024. This
acknowledgment will address previous
transparency gaps in reporting and ensure
compliance with relevant regulations.




Improve Records
Processes

Public records processes must conform to
Federal & Louisiana law (e.g., 8 44:1 et seq.) to
facilitate timely responses. Streamlining and
automating public reporting processes will
enhance accessibility and ensure compliance
with legal standards for public records requests.



Integrate
Class
Resources

Logging all deaths and related changes in a
shared spreadsheet is essential for public
interest and legal analysis. This integration
will provide a centralized location for
information and enhance transparency as
findings are made available.
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Foster Accountability

The facility must ensure
compliance with federal
mandates and Louisiana
Department of Public Safety
requirements. By cross-checking
facility submissions with state
and federal reporting obligations,
accountability can be
significantly improved.




