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Ascension jail trusty dies hours after unloading bottled water for the jail during cold snap

BY ELLYN COUVILLION | ecouvillion@theadvocate.com
Jan 4, 2018

DONALDSONVILLE — An Ascension Parish Prison inmate trusty died early Thursday of
an apparent heart attack hours after helping unload bottled water from a truck to the
prison, which was beset by low water pressure from the cold snap, said Ascension
Parish Sheriff's Chief Deputy Bobby Webre.

The Ascension Parish Coroner's Office pronounced the inmate, Henry Knockum, 45, of
Donaldsonville, dead around 2:30 a.m. Thursday, Webre said. An autopsy is pending.

Acadian Ambulance medics took over cardiopulmonary resuscitation efforts for
Knockum around 1:45 a.m. from jail staff who had been alerted by inmates that
Knockum was complaining of chest pains, Webre said. 

Knockum, who was awaiting trial, had been on parole when he was arrested on July 5,
2016 on illegal carrying of a weapon and various drug-related counts, Webre said. 
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Knockum regularly worked in the jail's kitchen as a trusty and had volunteered, along
with three other inmates, Wednesday night to unload bottled water from a truck and
help deliver it on rolling trays to inmates, as the jail's water pressure fell due to the cold
weather and demand on the water system in Donaldsonville that night.  

The volunteers finished up shortly after 11 p.m. Wednesday, Webre said.

Knockum was seen at the midnight head-count of inmates and did not complain of
feeling ill, Webre said.

Around 1:30 a.m. Thursday, another trusty finished his work in the jail's laundry and was
returned by a sergeant to his dormitory, the same one as Knockum's, Webre said.

"When the sergeant opened the door to the dorm, inmates said 'We've got a 911
situation,'" Webre said.

Two trusties in the dorm were fanning Knockum, who had sat up in bed, complaining of
not feeling well, then had appeared to pass out, the chief deputy said.

With EMS alerted, jail staff carried Knockum to the hallway and started CPR and used
an automated external defibrillator before Acadian Ambulance medics arrived at the
jail, Webre said.
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As in all cases of an inmate's death at the jail, an autopsy will be done and is pending,
the chief deputy said. 

Follow Ellyn Couvillion on Twitter, @EllynCouvillion.
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