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Name: HENSON, RICHARD MICHAEL 

 

SCDC#: 364452 

 

Sex: M 

 

Race/ethnicity: White, not of Hispanic origin 

 

Date of birth: 3/7/1991 

 

Date of commitment: 6/18/2019 

 

Date of death: 11/4/2019 

 

Cause of death: Suicide 

 

Assigned institution: TURBEVILLE 

 

Death location: OUTSIDE MEDICAL 
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28-year-old inmate dies on way to hospital, SC
prison official says

BY NOAH FEIT
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An inmate of a South Carolina prison died as he was being rushed to a hospital
Monday night, Department of Corrections officials said.

No foul play is suspected in the death of Richard Michael Henson, who was locked
up in the Turbeville Correctional Institution, according to the S.C. Department of
Corrections. That is about 60 miles east of Columbia.

Suicide is suspected in the 28-year-old’s death, the Department of Corrections said on
Twitter.

Underfunded and understaffed, South Carolina's prisons have a lot of problems. Here are the five main issues facing
the South Carolina Department of Corrections. BY ASHLEN RENNER 
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After finding Henson, prison officers tried to rescue him and gave him aid, but the
28-year-old died while he was being transported to a local hospital, the Department
of Corrections said.

While suicide is suspected, Henson’s death is being investigated, and an autopsy will
be performed, according to the tweet.

Turbeville is a male-only, medium-security facility, according to the Department of
Corrections.

Henson was serving an indeterminate sentence of 1-6 years under the Youthful
Offender Act (YOA) for first-degree assault and battery, Department of Corrections
spokesperson Chrysti Shain told The State Tuesday.

Most of the inmates at Turbeville were sentenced under the YOA, which is a
behavior and performance-driven program for convicts primarily between 17-25
years old, according to the Department of Corrections.
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Henson began serving a shock incarceration sentence in June 2015, and was release
to YOA parole in November of that year, Shain said.

After being arrested on a parole violation in March 2019, Henson was returned to
the Department of Corrections, according to Shain.

He was locked up again on June 18, and spent most of that time incarcerated in
Turbeville, prison records show.

Henson was eligible for parole in May 2020, and prison records show his projected
release date was Sept. 13, 2020.

Since being returned to the Department of Corrections in 2019, Henson had not been
disciplined or attempted to escape, according to prison records.

BEHIND OUR REPORTING

This is a breaking news story

In a breaking news situation, facts can be unclear and the situation may still be developing. The State is trying to get
important information to the public as quickly and accurately as possible. This story will be updated as more
information becomes available, and some information in this story may change as the facts become clearer. Refresh
this page later for more updated information.

This story was originally published November 5, 2019 11:04 AM.
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