










NEWS

Deputies: Father upset after shooting
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Deputies said Tuesday that a 73-year-old man accused of fatally shooting his 45-year-old son
in the forehead was crying and upset when they arrived.

George Wigington was outside the residence the two men shared and remained on the
telephone to 911, saying he didn't mean to hurt Claude David "Scott" Wigington Monday
night.

Wigington said his son kept "getting in his face" and tried to get him to fight, a report by
Spartanburg County sheriff's deputies said.

Sgt. John P. Lyles Jr. arrived first at 6 Green Acres Drive, Boiling Springs, after a call to 911
about an argument was upgraded to a shooting at 7:27 p.m.

Lyles said that George Wigington had an odor of alcohol on his breath.

When Lyles asked where the victim was, he said Wigington, who was standing on the carport,
pointed inside the house.

Lyles said he entered and found Scott Wigington slumped in a chair.

A small, black semi-automatic weapon believed to be the weapon used in Scott Wigington's
death was on a table in front of where he sat.

The deputies said George Wigington volunteered information to them and that he was driven
to the Sheriff's Office before he was questioned about what happened.

He was booked into the Spartanburg County jail about 10 p.m.

A warrant charging him with the murder of his son was served early Tuesday morning.

Maj. Dan Johnson said investigators were told that there were ongoing family disputes
concerning children who also lived in the house with the two men.
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"It was a disagreement between a father and son," Johnson said.

Marcia Stewart, who is a stepdaughter of George Wigington and the half-sister of Scott
Wigington, said she agreed with a statement made by Sheriff Chuck Wright shortly after the
shooting.

"I think the sheriff is right. It's sad. He said it shouldn't have happened," Stewart said. "I
can't give you anything sensational to say about this. I think enough has been said already."

She said George Wigington was retired from Union Camp and had lived in the area for more
than 40 years.

Scott Wigington had been employed by Blue Ridge Log Cabins since July 2002. His job was
to build the cabin's wooden walls for the Campobello company.

Wanda Wilson, an employee, said he had worked his usual shift from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. the day
he died.

"He was a good worker, always had a smile on his face. I just hate this for his daughters," she
said.

Scott Wigington had two daughters, ages 12 and 16, who were at home when the shooting
occurred, Johnson said.

Janet Spencer can be reached at 562-7222 or janet.spencer@shj.com.
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