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ADVERTISEMENT

CONWAY, S.C. (WMBF) – The Myrtle Beach Police Department and the J. Reuben Long Detention Center have been dismissed from a lawsuit filed by a
man who claims authorities failed to provide medical attention to his son while he was in jail.

According to court documents, the consent order of dismissal was filed on Aug. 27. The city of Myrtle Beach, Horry County, and the Horry County
Sheriff’s Office are still named as defendants.

Michael Bland filed the lawsuit on May 30, stating his 39-year-old son Byron Bland was arrested on May 28, 2017, after ingesting a quantity of drugs,
including fentanyl.

The lawsuit alleges that Byron Bland was exhibiting symptoms of being intoxicated and severely impaired by drugs and alcohol.

According to the lawsuit, Myrtle Beach police officers should have known Byron Bland required immediate medical treatment before taking him to the
J. Reuben Long Detention Center.

Byron Bland was found dead on May 30, 2017. Pathology tests indicated he had toxic levels of fentanyl in his system, the lawsuit alleges.

The Aug. 27 consent order also dismisses with prejudice claims that allege medical malpractice against the remaining defendants.
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“This shall have no effect on Plaintiff’s remaining claims for alleged negligence/gross negligence-survival and negligence/gross negligence-wrongful
death,” court documents state.

Michael Bland is suing for an unspecified amount of damages.
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ADVERTISEMENT

Bryon Bland died while at the J. Reuben Long Detention Center on Tuesday. (Horry County Detention Center. WPDE background)

Conway, S.C. (WPDE) — A 39-year-old Myrtle Beach man died while at the J. Reuben Long

Detention Center, according to a news release.

Investigation underway after Horry County inmate dies

by WPDE

Wednesday, May 31st 2017
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Bryon Bland died at the detention center yesterday, May 30, at around 4 p.m., Deputy Horry

County Coroner Darris G. Fowler said.

His death came after, at around 3:30 p.m., an officer found Bland unresponsive in a cell. The

officer alerted medical staff who started CPR and called EMS. EMS then notified the Horry

County Coroner's Office a short time later.

No foul play is suspected at this time, according to the coroner's office, but the South Carolina

Law Enforcement Division and the Horry County Sheriff's Office are investigating the incident

as per protocol.

An autopsy has been ordered and a report will come back in the next 90-120 days, Fowler said.

Bland was in jail for multiple drug charges and neglect of a vulnerable adult after being

arrested on May 29 by Myrtle Beach police.
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