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ADVERTISEMENT

Case dismissed against jail, Myrtle Beach Police Department
in lawsuit over man’s death at J. Reuben Long

By WMBF News Staff
Published: Aug. 28, 2019 at 3:33 PM EDT

OMYQ@N

CONWAY, S.C. (WMBF) — The Myrtle Beach Police Department and the J. Reuben Long Detention Center have been dismissed from a lawsuit filed by a
man who claims authorities failed to provide medical attention to his son while he was in jail.

According to court documents, the consent order of dismissal was filed on Aug. 27. The city of Myrtle Beach, Horry County, and the Horry County
Sheriff's Office are still named as defendants.

Michael Bland filed the lawsuit on May 30, stating his 39-year-old son Byron Bland was arrested on May 28, 2017, after ingesting a quantity of drugs,

including fentanyl.

The lawsuit alleges that Byron Bland was exhibiting symptoms of being intoxicated and severely impaired by drugs and alcohol.

According to the lawsuit, Myrtle Beach police officers should have known Byron Bland required immediate medical treatment before taking him to the
J. Reuben Long Detention Center.
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“This shall have no effect on Plaintiff's remaining claims for alleged negligence/gross negligence-survival and negligence/gross negligence-wrongful
death,” court documents state.

Michael Bland is suing for an unspecified amount of damages.
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Investigation underway after Horry County inmate dies

by WPDE
Wednesday, May 31st 2017 @

Bryon Bland died while at the J. Reuben Long Detention Center on Tuesday. (Horry County Detention Center. WPDE background)

Conway, S.C. (WPDE) — A 39-year-old Myrtle Beach man died while at the ). Reuben Long
Detention Center, according to a news release.
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69° 82° 77°

His death came after, at around 3:30 p.m., an officer found Bland unresponsive in a cell. The
officer alerted medical staff who started CPR and called EMS. EMS then notified the Horry
County Coroner's Office a short time later.

No foul play is suspected at this time, according to the coroner's office, but the South Carolina
Law Enforcement Division and the Horry County Sheriff's Office are investigating the incident

as per protocol.
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An autopsy has been ordered and a report will come back in the next 90-120 days, Fowler said.

Bland was in jail for multiple drug charges and neglect of a vulnerable adult after being
arrested on May 29 by Myrtle Beach police.
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DEATHS IN CUSTODY

YEAR INMATE'S NAME DATE OF DEATH LOCATION
2015 Jerome Floyd 8/20/2015 B3

2016 Amanda Peluso 11/6/2016 Booking Cell 222
2017 Bryon Bland 5/30/2017 Booking Cell 129
2017 Jimmy Calloway 8/16/2017 B3 - 110
2018 Christopher M. Bennett 3/24/2018 cMC

2018 Sharon Envey 6/5/2018 CMC/A2
2018 Michael T Jordan (Suicide) 7/22/2018 CMC/B2
2019 Abed Nagshabandi 9/23/2019% cmc

2020 David Jonas 2/15/2020 MS-D

2020 Stephanie Quinn 7/17/2020 B2
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