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An investigation is underway at the Aiken County Detention Center after an inmate died
Thursday morning.

Dion Cook Sr., 53, who was working in the facility’s kitchen, was found unresponsive around
6 a.m. Thursday. Detention officers and a facility nurse performed life saving measures
before he was transported by Aiken County EMS to Aiken Regional Medical Center where he
was pronounced dead.

According to the Aiken County Sheriff’s Office, there does not appear to be any suspicious
circumstances regarding the inmate’s death. The South Carolina Law Enforcement Division
and the Aiken County Coroner’s Office have been called to conduct an investigation. An
autopsy is scheduled Friday and no foul play is suspected at this time.

This is the second death at the Aiken County Detention Center this year. In January, Warren
A. Pridgen, 62, was found unresponsive and pronounced dead in his jail cell. Aiken County
Coroner Darryl Ables said Pridgen died of natural causes.

The last time two inmates died at the detention center was 2017. Adam Crow, 36, was found
hanged in his cell in that May and Jimmy Keenan, 58, died of natural causes.

Harry Smith, 46, was found unresponsive inside a holding sell in September 2018. Ables said
Smith’s death was accidental.
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