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NEWS

Death of Oconee inmate remains a
mystery, autopsy 'inconclusive'

Published 4:46 p.m. ET Jan. 26, 2018

A 26-year-old Oconee County inmate's death remains a mystery even after an autopsy.

The autopsy Friday on Nathlee Nicole Wright of Gastonia, N.C. was "inconclusive," according
to Oconee County Coroner Karl E. Addis.

More microscopic and toxicology studies will be necessary before the cause of death can be
determined, Addis said.

Wright suffered a cardiac arrest on Saturday at a holding cell at the Oconee County
Detention Center, Addis said.

She was found unresponsive at about 2 p.m. on Saturday and taken to the Oconee Memorial
Hospital and transferred Saturday night to Greenville Memorial Hospital.

Wright died about 9:30 a.m. Wednesday at Greenville Memorial Hospital.

Addis said Wright did not sustain any injuries.

A South Carolina Law Enforcement Division spokesman confirmed the state is investigating
the death.

Oconee Sheriff Mike Crenshaw said he requested an investigation from outside his office,
which is routine policy for his office. 

Wright was being held alone in a single-occupancy cell when discovered unresponsive,
Crenshaw said.

USA Today Network reporter Mike Ellis contributed to this story. Follow Paul Hyde on
Facebook and Twitter: @PaulHyde7.

Paul Hyde
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OCONEE COUNTY, SC

A woman who was being held in a South Carolina detention center died
Wednesday.

Nathlee Nicole Wright, 26, was pronounced dead at 9:30 a.m. Wednesday at
Greenville Memorial Hospital, according to Oconee County Coroner Karl E. Addis.

Wright, of Gastonia, N.C., was arrested and booked into the Oconee County
Detention Center Jan. 12, Addis reported.
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Shortly after 2 p.m. Jan. 20, was found unresponsive in a holding cell, Addis said.

Wright was resuscitated and initially treated at Oconee Memorial Hospital prior to
being transferred to Greenville Memorial that night, according to Addis, adding no
traumatic event occurring Wright has been reported.

Wright’s past medical history is being obtained and an autopsy is scheduled for
Friday, Addis said.

The State Law Enforcement Division (SLED) is leading the investigation at the
request of the Oconee County Sheriff.

Three inmates in South Carolina correctional institutes have died in the past
month.
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On Dec. 31, an inmate was killed during an altercation, and eight more were
hospitalized, at the Turbeville Correctional Institution. Allen Jerome Capers was
killed by other inmates an S.C. Department of Corrections official said.

On Jan. 2, Steven Roy Earley Jr., 43, was found dead in Tyger River Correctional
Institution. The Spartanburg County Coroner’s Office said Earley’s death appeared
to be a hanging and he was pronounced dead at the scene.

On Jan. 7, Randall Dustin Simmons, 34, was found dead at Evans Correctional
Institution. The SCDOC says “it is believed to be a suicide.”
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OCONEE COUNTY, S.C. —

Woman, 26, dies after eight days in Upstate jail, officials
say

Nathlee Wright, husband charged with theft, drug possession

Updated: 6:15 PM EST Jan 24, 2018

Infinite Scroll Enabled

Carla Field

Digital Managing Editor

A 26-year-old Gastonia woman who was being held in an Upstate

detention center died several days after being arrested, the coroner says.

An Oconee County deputy said he arrested Nathlee Nicole Wright and her husband, 27-year-old

David Alexander Wright, after they were found transporting metal that had been stolen from an

electrical box at the Covidien plant on Jan. 12. The deputy said the couple was also in

possession of hydrocodone, Xanax, drug paraphernalia and burglary tools.
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The police report said the Wrights admitted they had stolen metal from the same location in

December.

The couple was booked into the Oconee County Detention Center.

David Wright was released on $19,965 bond the next day.

A news release from the Oconee County Sheriff’s Office said detention officers found Nathlee

Wright at about 2 p.m. Saturday unresponsive in a cell where she was being held alone.
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Coroner Karl Addis said Wright was resuscitated and taken to Oconee Memorial Hospital before

being transferred Saturday night to Greenville Memorial Hospital. Addis said Wright died

Wednesday morning.

Recommended

Man drives stolen motorcycle into SC lake during chase, deputies say

Addis said there was no traumatic event reported that could have caused Wright’s death, so an

autopsy will be performed. He said he is also gathering information about her past medical

history.

Sheriff Mike Crenshaw has asked the State Law Enforcement Division to look into the death.

Addis said the results of the autopsy are expected to be released Friday.
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