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Sons sue Orleans sheri! over mom's death in prison
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Almost one year after their 48-year-old mother stopped breathing
while in the Orleans Parish Prison, two brothers Friday filed a civil
rights lawsuit blaming the sheriff and his staff for medical neglect
that they say killed an already sick woman.
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archiveThe sons' suit cites seven other inmate deaths at the jail,
between 1995 and 2008, that involved prisoners dying from
dehydration, suicide and, in one case, alcohol withdrawal.

Mary Hickey, of New Orleans, died Dec. 1, 2009, after awakening in
pain in an open women's dorm at the South White Street jail and
languishing for 30 minutes before help came and another hour
before being taken to the hospital, according to the lawsuit filed at
U.S. District Court.

Three inmates cried out for a guard, who was not at her post and
took a half-hour to arrive, the suit says.

"Nobody touch her. I'm not supposed to touch her," said the guard,
identified only as L. Polk, the suit says. "I've got to call the nurse."

Nurses worked on Hickey from 4:09 until 4:20 a.m., when
paramedics arrived, the suit says.
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The brothers accuse Sheriff Marlin Gusman's administration of
neglect and denial of medical care to their mother, who had a
history of drug addiction and seizure disorders yet was left on a
"regular inmate tier population without examination." They want
damages, including the $5,000 they spent on their mother's
funeral and burial.

The lawsuit was filed Friday, listing as defendants Gusman, Dr.
Samuel Gore and eight staff members at the jail.

Marc Ehrhardt, a spokesman for the Sheriff's Office, said the office
had not seen the lawsuit yet and could not comment on it.

The day after Mary Hickey died, Gusman's office announced the
death was from "natural causes" after Hickey had been found
"unresponsive" during the morning breakfast call.

Hickey was in jail on a probation revocation for an earlier drug
conviction, having tested positive for painkillers while taking part
in a treatment program, her sons Michael and Adam Hickey said.

Michael Hickey was 34 and living with his mother and his great-
aunt at the time of the death. Mary Hickey had a "checkered
history of petty drug offenses," her sons said.

Gusman has defended his jail's record, saying most inmate deaths
have been from natural cases. He says the medical care provided
at the jail is typically better than what inmates receive on the
outside.

The Hickey brothers say their mother was treated at the prison for
a seizure in October 2009 and went into distress after a second,
similar attack.

"The placing of Ms. Hickey in the ordinary prison population in
light of her previous seizures and health complaints was beneath
the community standard of care," wrote attorney David Band in
the 29-page suit. "There have been numerous other similar,
avoidable, unnecessary and unconscionable injuries, and deaths of
inmates related to denial of adequate medical care at the prison
for many years."

The Hickeys' suit cites seven other inmate deaths at the jail,
between 1995 and 2008, that involved prisoners dying from
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dehydration, suicide and, in one case, alcohol withdrawal.

Gwen Filosa can be reached at gfilosa@timespicayune.com or

504.826.3304.
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In the last nine years, 44 people have died after being jailed at the Orleans Parish Prison, a long-
troubled lockup with a high rate of death and violence. NOLA.com | T he T imes-Picayune reviewed
hundreds of pages of records, including autopsy reports, court filings and medical records, to
create a comprehensive list of inmate deaths.

Of the 44 OPP inmates who have died since Hurricane Katrina, only one was ruled a homicide
despite claims of abuse and neglect in additional cases, some of which are the subject of civil rights
lawsuits. 26 died of natural causes, 8 committed suicide, 5 deaths are still under investigation, ruled
undetermined or the cause of death is not known and 4 deaths were accidental. T he list includes
seven deaths that occurred after inmates were transferred to a hospital. Sheriff Marlin Gusman
does not count those seven deaths as inmate fatalities or report those figures to the federal
government.

Name Date of death Age Diagnosis T oxicology Cause of death Pathologist

Kerry Washington 4/29/06 39 blunt force injuries marijuana accidental Samantha Huber

Lawrence Barra 8/27/06 59 cancer negative natural Paul McGarry

Joe T rotter 3/5/07 54 heart failure negative natural Paul McGarry

Deadre Henry 6/13/07 53 heart failure negative natural Samantha Huber

Glenn T homas 7/3/07 29 pulmonary congestion, drug intake codeine, morphine accidental
Samantha Huber

Oscar Fuselier 7/25/07 58 NA NA No autopsy NA

Julio Sotres 8/29/07 43 suicide, hanging negative suicide Samantha Huber

Daniel Barry 9/9/07 46 multiple infectious process fentanyl, morphine natural Richard T racy

Angelo Marks 12/14/07 32 drug intake Xanax, methadone, Valium accidental Paul McGarry

Guy Zarzanna 1/3/08 46 HIV/AIDS no report natural William Newman

Benjamin Ninneman 1/14/08 34 HIV/AIDS no report natural William Newman

Dale Brown 2/21/08 55 heart failure no report natural William Newman

Berthawe Edwards 4/14/08 46 heart failure negative natural Paul McGarry



Juan Maysonet 6/14/08 62 ruptured duodenal ulcer negative natural Samantha Huber

Christopher T repagnier 7/22/08 52 heart disease negative natural Samantha Huber

Louis Prince 10/3/08 30 suicide, hanging negative suicide Cynthia Gardner

Patrick Bell 10/15/08 47 HIV/AIDS hydromorphone natural Paul McGarry

Charles Jones 11/27/08 36 drug intake cocaine accidental Cynthia Gardner

Cayne Miceli 1/6/09 43 bronchial asthma negative natural Paul McGarry

John Sanchez 1/12/09 54 heart disease morphine, Valium, Xanax, Celexa, Zyprexa natural Richard
T racy

Richard Rowzee 2/6/09 44 blunt force injuries negative undetermined Paul McGarry

Earl Gilson 3/18/09 65 lung cancer morphine natural Cynthia Gardner

Michael Scimemi 5/3/09 52 heart disease negative natural Richard T racy

Raymond Martello 10/10/09 49 brain hemorrhage cocaine natural Samantha Huber

Mary Hickey 12/1/09 48 heart disease Prozac, Effexor natural Samantha Huber

Richard Scearce 1/19/10 60 cardiac arrest, sepsis negative natural Cynthia Gardner

Shedrick Godfrey 3/29/10 48 heart disease negative natural Michael DeFatta

Chris Blevins 3/29/10 22 stab wounds negative homicide Michael DeFatta

Michael Hitzman 4/16/10 31 suicide, hanging cocaine, morphine, codeine suicide Samantha Huber

David O'Neal 5/6/10 44 heart disease negative natural Richard T racy

Izell Henderson 6/4/10 67 cirrhosis tramadol, morphine, oxycodone, promethazine natural Richard
T racy

Jose Reyes-Zelaya 7/17/10 29 suicide, hanging negative suicide Samantha Huber

T racy Barquet 8/7/10 25 undetermined negative undetermined Cynthia Gardner

Luis Alvarez 1/8/11 31 suicide, hanging negative suicide Michael DeFatta

Maurice Williams 6/15/11 43 heart attack no report natural unknown



Lawrence Hathorn 7/28/11 51 heart disease Prozac natural Karen Ross

William Goetzee 8/7/11 48 suicide, choking negative suicide Samantha Huber

Earl Lodge 10/31/12 55 cancer fentanyl, morphine natural Samantha Huber

Ricky Russell 2/7/13 26 suicide/choking Wellbutrin, Celexa suicide Cynthia Gardner

Wardell T aylor 2/8/13 36 heart disease negative natural Michael DeFatta

John Alexcee 5/21/13 50 cancer tramadol, morphine natural Michael DeFatta

Clifton Morgan 9/28/13 27 suicide, hanging negative suicide Ern O'Sullivan

John Michael Williams 12/4/13 53 HIV NA No autopsy NA

Willie Lee 3/23/14 40 under investigation under investigation under investigation NA

Source: Orleans Parish Coroner's Office, staff research

(Mobile users: T urn devices sideways to view list.)

Reporting by Naomi Martin and Richard A. Webster and graphic design by Dan Swenson of
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