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tices of Minyard’s office.

Under state law, a coroner can
remove a corpse’s organs and soft
tissue if a good-faith effort to
find a family member for consent
* is fruitless. But, according to Ev-
" erett’s suit before Civil District

Judge Max Tobias, her son’s cor-

neas and parts of his pelvis were

removed tor use by Southern
" Transplant without any attempt
to get permission from her or any
other relative.

Besides Southern Transplant,
. two other organizations based in
. the New Orleans area regularly
retrieve organs and tissue for
transplants. The Southern Eye
Bank collects eyes and corneas,
and the Louisiana Organ Procur-
ement Agency gets donor organs
" such as hearts, livers, lungs and
' kidneys and tries to find recipi-
ents within the state.

Minyard testified he has a
“verbal agreement” with all three
. to collect body parts from corpses
if each agency obtained relatives’
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permission. However, state law
gives this responsibility to the
coroner.

Friday's hearing was to deter-
mine if Everett’s suit, filed in Oc-
tober 1996, should be allowed as
a class action suit on behalf of
thousands of people whose rela-
tives had body parts removed
without permission after autop-
sies by Minyard's office.

Attorneys Camilo Salas III
and Brad Adams sued Minyard
and Southern Transplant, a
10-year-old nonprofit corporation
that arranges for transfers, dona-
tions and sales of human organs.

Also named as defendants are
the firm’s founders: T.J. “Terry”
Picou, of St. Tammany Parish;
Dr. John D. Jackson of Jefferson
Parish, and Dr. Monroe Samuels
of New Orleans.

According to the suit, Picou is
Southern Transplant’s executive
director, Jackson is its medical
director and Samuels performs
autopsies for Minyard.

Minyard said Southern Trans-
plant paid one worker in his of-

fice $10 per corpse to take the
bone and corneas, paid clerks to
call when bodies arrived, and
paid at least one pathologist who
has a contract to perform autop-
sies for Minyard’s office and tes-
tify to grand juries.

The law states that organs
must be donated, not sold.

After Everett learned of her
son’s death about 5 p.m. on the
day he died, she said she could
not have seen evidence of the re-
movals because she wasn’t al-
lowed to see Leroy Everett’s body
to identify it except on a televi-
sion monitor showing only his
head and shoulders.

She remained uninformed
until Southern Transplant called
her nine months later to ask
whether her son had hepatitis,
she testified.

Tobias said he will rule within
30 days on the motion to turn the
suit into a class-action.

In 1995, after an investigation
by the federal Food and Drug Ad-

‘ministration, Southern Trans-

plant stopped taking bone from

urt: Mom says no one sought her permission

unidentified corpses. Allan Kan-
ner, a lawyer testifying in favor of
that change, said the firm noti-
fied hundreds of uninformed rel-
atives about the procedures on
orders from the FDA.

Earlier, Picou testified his firm
had taken bones from 686 bodies
after autopsies in New Orleans
between January 1991 and April
1995.

Of those, 117 corpses were un-
identified when bones were re-
moved, though names of all or
most were later learned, Picou
said.

Among the body parts South-
ern Transplant might seek are
heart valves, skin, eyes or cor-
neas, bones from the arms and
legs, ribs and soft tissue, includ-
ing ligaments, tendons and blood
vessels.

Unlike Southern Transplant,
the eye bank and Louisiana
Organ Procurement Agency
make their retrievals at hospitals
because they must work quickly.
Some organs, most notably the
heart and liver, must be im-
planted within hours after a pa-
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The four hunters, including a
sports marketing executive for a
tobacco company and a promi-
nent Tennessee couple, and three
guides were traveling to duck
blinds in the marshes of Vermi-
lion Parish

~ All but Dobson, 46, of Frank-
;}Ijn Tenn., were killed when the

\;Mallnrd apparently cut in front

e
“,

nﬁbd\ ou,

t the Geerd Tide and collided
wewith it.
Dobson “‘said they had
g&l(l])ped a little ways down the
' Church said of their con-

“‘Tnnmmn during the rescue.
vl"Ahe\ were disoriented and

- falked about where they were

C’f“émng

Then they started up

gain. He said nobody knew

;(ém,h(lv where they were going.”
3 Previously, Sterling Williams,

3 second captain who was pilot-
g the Geerd Tide, stated that he
$5aw the Mallard’s spotlight

,,s\\cepmg the banks of the bayou,

it looking for landmarks. The

,gmup was supposed to turn into

4 canal oft the bayou to reach

“3therr blind.

.

E But a supervisor for the three
} unting guides said his men were
e\tromel\ familiar with the route
uand had hunted the Union Two
duck blind before. All the guides
¢3were employed by the exclusive
i:Ba:mu Club in Vermilion Parish.
t#> “These people were raised in
1e marsh and have hunted
tiducks all their life,” Bayou Club

Exesident manager Walter Wain-

%’yright testified.

%> Norman Stellv, skipper of the

tsMallard, made “probably hun-

sgdreds” of trips to the Union Two
wduck blind, Wainwright said.

,‘::‘ In the fifth day of the crash
jearings, testimony revealed that
e\cml of the hunters were alive

=in the capsized skiff for more

fithan 25 minutes until the boat

Zsank.

,:", Church said he first heard the

twroices when he saw Dobson

*sé*merge from the capsized boat.

SChurch and others had been

gfearching for survivors for more

tohan 20 minutes before Dobson
f_;gopped out of the water.

#2: Dobson asked the captain to

row him a line, which Dobson

Sried unsucce%sfully to attach to
t¥he Mallard, Church testified.
ﬁﬂVhen it became apparent that
h*Iéc)hson, who had broken his leg
“3n the crash, could no longer
" swim, Church grabbed two life

Jhckets and some rope and

. plunged into the cold water.

After Dobson was pulled to
the Geerd Tide, Church consid-
. ered diving under the Mallard to
. try to retrieve the trapped hunt-

ers. But the boat began to drift

. and conditions became too dan-

gerous, he said.

" “I'm a certified diver, so I

thought about it until the boat |
starting rolling,” he said. “Then I |
* knew the suction from the rolling !

would take me to the bottom with
| the rest of them.”
.+ Church said he decided to tie
" dnto the Mallard in an attempt
to flip it upright because of the
' danger of possibly moving to
deeper water.
When the wreckage was raised
. gtcr that day, four bodies were
ound in the Mallard’s cabin.
According to Wainwright's
testimony, guide Aladdin Stelly
. was pinned in the {ront passenger
- seat. Guide Bryant Vincent was
.curleg up on the flgpr between
“Stelly tnd the captdin’s chair.

Wayne Robertson, a vice presi-
dent of R.J. Reynolds in Wins-
ton-Salem, N.C., and Dan
Maddox of Nashville also were in
the cabin.

Norman Stelly’s body was

found pinned under the Mallard,
Wainwright said. The bedy of
Maddox’s wife, Margaret, was
found in the bayou the next day.
Most testimony will be com-
pleted today, but the hearing will

reconvene for Dobson’s testi-
mony sometime in the coming
weeks, hearing officials said. It
will take the Coast Guard three
to six months to complete its
findings.

tient is declared brain-dead.

The organ agency acts only
after consulting with relatives,
said Beth Landry, its spokeswo-
man.

“We work with organs from
people who are brain-dead, not
corpses,” she said.

\Another suit was filed rec
by Florida Hargrove, mother of a
New Orleans inmate who alleg-
edly hanged himself with a sheet
in jail. John Young and Greg
DiLeo, who filed Hargrove's suit,
said they may also try to have
that case declared a class action
for families of inmates whose or-
gans were also “harvested” after
autopsies.

According to DiLeo, Har-
grove's son, Reggie, died_ insOr=
leans Parish Prison and his body
was taken to the coroner’s office.

But when the body was turned
over to a funeral home, it was
missing the larynx, trachea, kid-
neys and possibly the heart and
lungs, DiLeo said.

He said the coroner’s office did
not attempt to contact Florida
Hargrove even though the office
knew Reggie Hargrove's identity,
because he was a prisoner.

Hargrove is suing the Orleans
Parish coroner's office, the Or-
leans Parish Criminal Sheriff’s
Office and Sheriff Charles Foti,
DiLeo said. He said that if Hars
grove's organs went to a trans-
plant agency, it also will be added
as a defendant.

“Today was just like reliving
my son’s death all over again,”
Hargrove said late Friday. “My
blood pressure is up, and I'm con-
fined to my bed.”
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3 PIECE WALL SYSTEM
Crafted with oak sollds ond
veneers. Features center TV

tower with tambour doors and
two stereo towers with glass

doors. All three pleces Include
lighting. Retalt $1677. Corners
sold separately aof $228 sa,

NM ENT

From wall to entertainment wall Kirschman'’s gives you the
finest in quality, pricing, & selection to make shopping for

a home entertainment center just as enjoyable as it will
be putting it to use. Don’t miss this opportunity to get the
home enterfainment center you really want at Kischman’s
where QUALITY IS PRICED RIGHT EVERYDAY.

TRADITIONAL FRENCH STYLING ON THIS 3

PIECE WALL SYSTEM In a rich heritage pine

finish. Center armoire features pocket doors

x4 over TV area large enough to hold most 35°
§ TV's, VCR storage, & divided storage below

Right & Left pier cabinets include 2 wood-

framed glass shelves & doors

on bottom. Another Kischman's

Exclusive! Retoil $3677.

Now $1999, 3 plece wall.

CONTEMPORARY HOME
THEATRE WALL in cham-
pagne walnut but with
center entertaiment
center. Also ovallable in
moon light hickory.
Retail$1405.Now $899.
Also for big screen TV
without Entertainment
Center at $699.

THOMASVILLE'S WINSTON
COURT Il CHERRY THREE PIECE
WALL SYSTEM. Features pocket
doors on center armoire,
coaxle cable & knockout
back panel. Each cabinet

has two lower wooden doors,
Overall 106W x 78H.

Retail $4177.
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