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CRIMINAL JUSTICE

No jail time for former deputy in Coast Guard
o!cer's suicide
by STEVE MYERS
SEPTEMBER 7, 2012

Family members of U.S. Coast Guard Cmdr. William Goetzee pleaded Friday morning for a
judge to put a former Orleans Parish Sheriff’s deputy in prison for enabling Goetzee to commit
suicide while in jail.

Instead, former jailer William Thompson got five years of probation and 200 hours of
community service.

Goetzee was arrested in August 2011 after he tried to grab a federal officer’s gun outside the
Hale Boggs Federal Building and said he wanted to kill himself.

The 48-year-old man from LaPlace was placed on suicide watch at the jail under Thompson’s
observation. But Thompson left his post for up to three hours, and Goetzee suffocated himself
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by swallowing toilet paper.

The family was “shocked” that Thompson will not go to prison, said Mary Howell, a lawyer
representing Goetzee’s family in a wrongful-death lawsuit against Thompson, Orleans
Parish Sheriff Marlin Gusman and others.

Such punishment, Howell said, “sends the message that this is not a big deal.”

Family members urged Chief Criminal District Court Judge Camille Buras to issue a sentence
that would send a message regarding the systemic problems at the jail, which is under
scrutiny by the U.S. Department of Justice for mistreatment of prisoners.

“If the deaths at the jail are going to stop, it will only be because the people who work there
truly understand that there are serious consequences for their actions,” said Margaret Nagle,
Goetzee’s sister. “Obviously, Mr. Thompson did not believe that or he wouldn’t have done
what he did.”

Family members made it clear that they blamed Thompson for Goetzee’s suicide.

“He destroyed our lives, too,” Nagle said. “All the things in life that matter are gone because
he made a conscious decision to abandon his post.

“This disregard for the lives of people being held at the jail must stop, now. It can’t wait until
the next jail death, or the next one after that. I do not understand why the people who have the
power to stop this barbaric treatment of human beings in the jail allow it to continue.”

Civil-rights attorney Liz Cumming, who frequently handles cases involving the Sheriff’s
Office, said 37 people have died at the prison since January 2006, including six suicides.

Nagle said she spoke with Goetzee on the day he was arrested and urged his fiancee to take
him to a hospital.

“If I had known then what I know now about the availability of mental health services in New
Orleans, I would have flown down immediately and taken Billy back to New Jersey to receive
proper mental health and medical health care,” she said. “I had no idea those services were so
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lacking.”

Family members expressed frustration that they weren’t informed about what was happening
to Goetzee in the six days between his arrest and his death, and that they’ve never heard from
the Sheriff’s Office about what happened.

A spokesman for Gusman did not return a request for comment.

Before he was sentenced, Thompson offered a short statement: “I’m sorry for my actions. I’ve
taken responsibility for them. And I apologize to the entire Goetzee family and extended
family. And that’s it.”

In sentencing Thompson, Buras noted that he did not have a previous criminal record, and that
additional conditions could be imposed on his probation.
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In the last nine years, 44 people have died after being jailed at the Orleans Parish Prison, a long-
troubled lockup with a high rate of death and violence. NOLA.com | T he T imes-Picayune reviewed
hundreds of pages of records, including autopsy reports, court filings and medical records, to
create a comprehensive list of inmate deaths.

Of the 44 OPP inmates who have died since Hurricane Katrina, only one was ruled a homicide
despite claims of abuse and neglect in additional cases, some of which are the subject of civil rights
lawsuits. 26 died of natural causes, 8 committed suicide, 5 deaths are still under investigation, ruled
undetermined or the cause of death is not known and 4 deaths were accidental. T he list includes
seven deaths that occurred after inmates were transferred to a hospital. Sheriff Marlin Gusman
does not count those seven deaths as inmate fatalities or report those figures to the federal
government.

Name Date of death Age Diagnosis T oxicology Cause of death Pathologist

Kerry Washington 4/29/06 39 blunt force injuries marijuana accidental Samantha Huber

Lawrence Barra 8/27/06 59 cancer negative natural Paul McGarry

Joe T rotter 3/5/07 54 heart failure negative natural Paul McGarry

Deadre Henry 6/13/07 53 heart failure negative natural Samantha Huber

Glenn T homas 7/3/07 29 pulmonary congestion, drug intake codeine, morphine accidental
Samantha Huber

Oscar Fuselier 7/25/07 58 NA NA No autopsy NA

Julio Sotres 8/29/07 43 suicide, hanging negative suicide Samantha Huber

Daniel Barry 9/9/07 46 multiple infectious process fentanyl, morphine natural Richard T racy

Angelo Marks 12/14/07 32 drug intake Xanax, methadone, Valium accidental Paul McGarry

Guy Zarzanna 1/3/08 46 HIV/AIDS no report natural William Newman

Benjamin Ninneman 1/14/08 34 HIV/AIDS no report natural William Newman

Dale Brown 2/21/08 55 heart failure no report natural William Newman

Berthawe Edwards 4/14/08 46 heart failure negative natural Paul McGarry



Juan Maysonet 6/14/08 62 ruptured duodenal ulcer negative natural Samantha Huber

Christopher T repagnier 7/22/08 52 heart disease negative natural Samantha Huber

Louis Prince 10/3/08 30 suicide, hanging negative suicide Cynthia Gardner

Patrick Bell 10/15/08 47 HIV/AIDS hydromorphone natural Paul McGarry

Charles Jones 11/27/08 36 drug intake cocaine accidental Cynthia Gardner

Cayne Miceli 1/6/09 43 bronchial asthma negative natural Paul McGarry

John Sanchez 1/12/09 54 heart disease morphine, Valium, Xanax, Celexa, Zyprexa natural Richard
T racy

Richard Rowzee 2/6/09 44 blunt force injuries negative undetermined Paul McGarry

Earl Gilson 3/18/09 65 lung cancer morphine natural Cynthia Gardner

Michael Scimemi 5/3/09 52 heart disease negative natural Richard T racy

Raymond Martello 10/10/09 49 brain hemorrhage cocaine natural Samantha Huber

Mary Hickey 12/1/09 48 heart disease Prozac, Effexor natural Samantha Huber

Richard Scearce 1/19/10 60 cardiac arrest, sepsis negative natural Cynthia Gardner

Shedrick Godfrey 3/29/10 48 heart disease negative natural Michael DeFatta

Chris Blevins 3/29/10 22 stab wounds negative homicide Michael DeFatta

Michael Hitzman 4/16/10 31 suicide, hanging cocaine, morphine, codeine suicide Samantha Huber

David O'Neal 5/6/10 44 heart disease negative natural Richard T racy

Izell Henderson 6/4/10 67 cirrhosis tramadol, morphine, oxycodone, promethazine natural Richard
T racy

Jose Reyes-Zelaya 7/17/10 29 suicide, hanging negative suicide Samantha Huber

T racy Barquet 8/7/10 25 undetermined negative undetermined Cynthia Gardner

Luis Alvarez 1/8/11 31 suicide, hanging negative suicide Michael DeFatta

Maurice Williams 6/15/11 43 heart attack no report natural unknown



Lawrence Hathorn 7/28/11 51 heart disease Prozac natural Karen Ross

William Goetzee 8/7/11 48 suicide, choking negative suicide Samantha Huber

Earl Lodge 10/31/12 55 cancer fentanyl, morphine natural Samantha Huber

Ricky Russell 2/7/13 26 suicide/choking Wellbutrin, Celexa suicide Cynthia Gardner

Wardell T aylor 2/8/13 36 heart disease negative natural Michael DeFatta

John Alexcee 5/21/13 50 cancer tramadol, morphine natural Michael DeFatta

Clifton Morgan 9/28/13 27 suicide, hanging negative suicide Ern O'Sullivan

John Michael Williams 12/4/13 53 HIV NA No autopsy NA

Willie Lee 3/23/14 40 under investigation under investigation under investigation NA

Source: Orleans Parish Coroner's Office, staff research

(Mobile users: T urn devices sideways to view list.)
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